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Zen has been asking if we could do centres and established UK vehicle Approximately 75% of the components are
a feature on this little number for a production and engineering facilities from Taiwanese companies. This includes
while-now and the standard reply was enabled the company to progress the engines with high specification

- “Nope, if it can’t go on dirt, then what from the initial vision to production of ceramic coated cylinders from SYM and
for?” But he persisted, explaining that motorcycles in three years. The original speedometer from KOSO. The main
people who ride dirt also ride road bikes  design sketches were produced in frame, swinging arm, sub frame and

and that this was actually a Motard and July 2005 and test production began in engine cradle, all forged components are
right up our alley and, and; and... so we September 2007. By December 2007 the also from Taiwanese based companies.
gave in and sent him along to swap our range was on sale worldwide. Megelli Locally the brand is imported by the
trusty scooter for the Megelli for him to Motorcycles are designed and engineered  innovative bunch from Puzey motorcycles.
do his daily rounds on. in the UK using new bespoke tooling

for the majority of
components with final
assembly in China.

When he rode through the mud and ruts
that is the route to our office and finally
arrived at the gate, we all sorta crowded
around - this sure is one pretty little
motorbike.

Words and Pics Glenn

So who is Megelli?

Megelli Motorcycles is a British
motorcycle manufacturer, which made
its debut at the Milan EICMA exhibition in
November 2007. Megelli motorcycles was
founded by the Managing Director:of SLD
UK Ltd, Barry Hall, who previously
specialised in off road Aeon all-
terrain vehicles, Mini bikes and
Pit bikes. The Megelli range is
currently sold in 37 countries in
Europe, Asia, Australia, Africa,
North America and South
America.

Barry Hall's access to
specialist ‘virtual
motorcycle design
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Previously this bike was only available in
125cc guise, but Megelli recently finished
working on the liquid cooled 250cc engine
version for the SA market. Keeping with
the single-cylinder four-stroke design has
meant that horsepower has increased
from 11 hp to around 16 hp. Weight has
increased from 110 to 112.5 kg.

So what's this one like?

We love the trick looking components,
the angular styling, the MV inspired

mag wheels, the beautifully integrated
speedometer and that unique trellis
frame. The under seat exhaust system is
a real talking point and certainly sounds
the business. And it all combines to work
pretty well ergonomically and from a
performance point of view. One minor
gripe is the fact that the bike has to be in
neutral to start - this system is a pain in
the butt on any bike and should be banned
outright.

Initially, we found everything a bit stiff,
the gearbox was notchy and gears were
difficult to select, the brakes seemed to
have very little bite and the power was
somewhat lacking - but then we realised
that the bike was brand new and it needed
a bit of running in. So that's what we did -
we gave it to a variety of riders, sent them
to the shops, home and back and all that.
As the bike loosened up, it got better - and
smoother - and more responsive. ‘Strue!
Testimony to what every manufacturer
tells you about the correct running in
procedures.

When we took off to grab a few action
shots, we doubled up on the bike - Zen
was not impressed - a (conservative)
combined weight of 150 odd Kilogrammes
on a bike that is, effectively only really
meant for one rider. Little did he guess
that we would be roaring along Dann

Road at an easy 110 km's an hour. The
bite marks on the narrow rear seat tell
me that he was clenching for dear life...
Handling is pretty good - you can fling this
one around corners and have a lot of fun

- within reason... the suspension on this
bike is pretty stiff, so take it easy.

Conclusion:

Once it is run in, this is a fun little bike. A
great looker. An excellent commuter, with
quite a decent amount of chugalug to get
you going. First gear could be stronger
but the long gearing means that she has
long legs - which is cool. One up, you'll
see speeds of 120kph plus and she will
happily chug along at the 110kph mark all
day. The fuel consumption over the time
that we rode her was negligible.

R29500.00

This bike is also available with a 125cc
engine: R24990.00
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